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business, the farmer must make the best use of all the other
elements of rural prosperity. He must take the same pride
in his farm and his village as his goodwife does in her home
and he must work as hard to improve them as she does to
keep it nice.

His partner.1 In countries of smallholders it has been
calculated that the housewife is responsible for three-
quarters of village life. She holds the purse and keeps the
family exchequer solvent. The goodman's main task is to
bring home raw produce or money. It is the wife's skill
and knowledge that converts them into a well-cooked, tasty
and balanced diet and strong cheap clothes, it is she who
keeps the children happy and healthy and the home bright.
No nation can be prosperous where the homes are squalid
or neglected ; no home can be healthy, bright and happy
where the housewife is ignorant and untrained; and no
country can advance faster than its women.

The land. This gets little but abuse, but in fact land is
largely what the farmer makes it. There is no commoner
complaint than that the fertility of the soil is decreasing,
and yet the first duty of the farmer is to maintain and if
possible increase the fertility of his land. Poor soil means
poor food. The more capital and labour he puts into the
land by way of embanking, terracing, draining, ploughing,
manuring, harrowing, weeding and watering, the larger and
the more certain will be his crops. Land is a national asset
and its misuse or slack use is a national sin and helps to
increase unemployment.

Cattle. The cattle are as important as the land, for on
them the farmer relies both for power and for manure, and
his wife for milk and ghee. Good cattle require good food,
careful attention, protection from disease, selective

1  See p  109 and chap. x.